






“Joy is the settled assurance 
that God is in control of all the 

details of my life, the quiet 
confidence that ultimately 
everything is going to be 

alright, and the determined 
choice to praise God in every 

situation.” 
 by Kay Warren 

Author of “Choose Joy: Because  
Happiness Isn’t Enough”  



  שמְחָה
Simchah 

delight, exceeding joy, gladness, 
happiness, pleasure, rejoice  



“... the glory of the Lord 
appeared to the whole 

community. Fire blazed forth 
from the Lord’s presence and 
consumed the burnt offering 

and the fat on the altar.  



 
When the people saw this, 

they shouted with joy and fell 
face down on the ground.” 

 
Leviticus 9:23-24 NLT 



“If you fully obey the Lord 
your God and carefully keep 
all his commands that I am 
giving you today, the Lord 
your God will set you high 
above all the nations of the 

world.  



You will experience all these 
blessings if you obey the Lord 

your God ...”  
 

“If you do not serve the Lord 
your God with joy and 

enthusiasm for the abundant 
benefits you have received,  



 
you will serve your enemies 

whom the Lord will send 
against you. You will be left 
hungry, thirsty, naked, and 

lacking in everything.” 
 

Deuteronomy 28:1-2; 47-48 NLT 



“Great is the Lord! He is most 
worthy of praise! He is to be 
feared above all gods.  The 

gods of other nations are mere 
idols, but the Lord made the 
heavens!  Honor and majesty 
surround him; strength and 

joy fill his dwelling.” 
1 Chronicles 16:25-27 NLT 



“Go and celebrate with a feast 
of rich foods and sweet drinks, 

and share gifts of food with 
people who have nothing 

prepared. This is a sacred day 
before our Lord. Don’t be 

dejected and sad, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength!”  

Nehemiah 8:10 NLT 



χαρά 
Chará 

the awareness of God's grace, 
favor; grace recognized 



“Dear brothers and sisters, 
when troubles of any kind 

come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy. For 

you know that when your faith 
is tested, your endurance has 

a chance to grow.”  
James 1:2-3 NLT 



“So be truly glad. There is 
wonderful joy ahead, even 

though you must endure many 
trials for a little while. These 

trials will show that your faith 
is genuine. You love him even 
though you have never seen 

him.  



Though you do not see him 
now, you trust him; and you 

rejoice with a glorious, 
inexpressible joy.  The reward 

for trusting him will be the 
salvation of your souls.”  

 

1 Peter 1:6-7,8-9 NLT 



“I pray that God, the source of 
hope, will fill you completely 
with joy and peace because 

you trust in him. Then you will 
overflow with confident hope 
through the power of the Holy 

Spirit.”  
 

Romans 15:13 NLT 



 

Joy is the bountiful fruit  
that is produced by  

a life that is cultivated  
by grace and rooted  

in hope.  



“I am the true grapevine, and 
my Father is the gardener. He 
cuts off every branch of mine 
that doesn’t produce fruit, and 
he prunes the branches that 

do bear fruit so they will 
produce even more.” 

 

John 15:1-2 NLT 



 
“Remain in my love. When you 
obey my commandments, you 

remain in my love, just as I 
obey my Father’s 

commandments and remain in 
his love.   



 
I have told you these things so 
that you will be filled with my 

joy. Yes, your joy will 
overflow!” 

 

John 15:9-11 NLT 




